


parish and its life intact. With that reasoning, a group
of these people gathered together to reclaim their
parish cemetery. Because of the stable nature of the
city of Dearborn, and its identification with Henry
Ford and Greenfield Village, there is a greatamount of
time and effort put forth to gather and preserve the
history of the city and its people. When Henry Ford
established Greenfield Village, he hoped to forever
capture the American way of life before the
introduction of electricity, the automobile and the
airplane. With the Dearborn Historical Museum we
can find the presentation of the refinement of these
three significant contributions to the American way of
life. As a consequence, the people of Sacred Heart,
people of Dearborn, whose families have a long
history in the area, are a people most conscious of
their past and anxious to take steps to preserve their
past. Those efforts finally have taken rootin the parish
cemetery and we have been able to find generous
support for the work of reclamation and redevelop-
ment of the cemetery grounds into not only a
significant statement about the history of the people
of Sacred Heart, Dearborn, but also a meaningful
institution that speaks to the present needs of the
parish and the general community in which it is
located. Certainly, the movement from the debacle of
the past into the present reality was neither quickly or
easily accomplished. After almost ten years of effort,
we are finally seeing the light at the end of the tunnel.
The efforts, the steps, the successes and the failures,
would constitute an article all by itself. My hope,
however, in the present situation, is to speak to the
reality of the needs of the present and how these
needs are being met by the parish cemetery.

Exactly what are the advantages of the parish
cemetery? Is it integral to the life of a parish? Can it be
operated in a real service context, meeting people
with areal need and responding to that need? Isittoo
much trouble? Do we lack the skills necessary to begin
such aprogram? How do we go about itz Will we getin
“over our heads” and create the same situation of
deterioration spoken of earlier?

The key concept of parish ministry, it seems to me, is
that we must be accepting and understanding of
people where they are, and not where we would hope
them to be either theologically or practically
speaking. As a rule, a parish community is a gathering
of people, believers in jesus, who come together to
share their joy and sorrow, their work and prayer.
Certainly, at the base of this gathering is the firm
conviction that Jesus Christ has been raised from the
dead into a new life. And in so far as we are believersin
jesus and the redemption accomplished through
Him, we shall participate in this new life, resurrection
from the dead. Within this context, every act we
celebrate becomes an affirmation of this belief. It
would only seem natural, then, that the early
Christians, so aware of the close identification of their
faith to life and death, would take steps to be most
solicitous of the care of their beloved deceased
membership.

In contemporary times, we are still practitioners of
the same Faith, the same belief, the same hope that
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one day we will come together to share in the eternal
life of resurrection. Easter is our major celebration of
this awareness, and yet every other celebration in our
parish family speaks to the same reality. It then
becomes obvious that we have not only an obligation
to care for our dead in such a fashion that their care
bespeaks our faith, but we also have within our grasp a
tremendous teaching tool which reinforces our faith,
our belief in life after death. That teaching tool, that
anomaly, that care for the dead speaks about life and
living, can be fleshed out in the following
experiences.

Mount Kelly, as a parish cemetery, touches the
parish organization in an organized and systematic
way. It is considered part of the Christian Service
Commission, a subsidiary of the Parish Council. The
cemetery is governed by a board of directors who are
called out of the general parish community. These are
lay men and women who have talents and interests
that become expertise valuable to the development
and operation of ‘the cemetery. We have lawyers,
doctors, psychiatrists, accountants, historical research
people, hands on landscaping and construction
types. This group meets twice each year and, under
the guidance of the director of the cemetery, reviews
what has transpired within the past six months and
makes plans for the future six months; this group also
includes the pastor of the parish. Because most of
these individuals have family members buried in the
parish cemetery, they take their responsibility quite
seriously. They range in age from thirty-five to eighty.
Because of the diversity, the sense of history is
preserved and a climate of creative response to
genuine need is encouraged and supported.

To continue the argument for the existence of the
parish cemetery, it is necessary to be on the grounds
of the cemetery and interacting with people there. As
a parttime director of the cemetery, as well as a
member of the board of directors, myrole varies from
office procedures and records, public relations and
development, to maintenance and sales. It is because |
am able to be on the grounds several days each week
that | am able to speak to the validity of the existence
of the parish cemetery.

First of all, because of the closeness to the family
residences, visitation in Mount Kelly is quite high.
That's one of the primary reasons that people
purchase grave space in the parish cemetery. Itshares
some of the same arguments we hear advanced for the
continuation of the neighborhood school.

Mount Kelly is small. People coming into the
cemetery are not disoriented, wondering where on
sixty to two hundred acres their family members are
buried. They know exactly where the spaces they have
purchased are located, who is buried in the near
vicinity, and oftentimes they will select burial sites to
be near those with whom they have lived and worked
in their parish.

Mount Kelly responds in a way that is only possible
with a small cemetery to people who grieve the loss of
their loved ones. When we look to the history of how
people resolved their grief, we can find accounts of
the men of the family going out to physically dig the
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