


people) and see avalue to growing old.
This may be necessitated by the
experience of a new generation of
grandparents distanced from grand-
children by retirement homes in more
tropical climates. Imagine the chal-
lenge to those working in this type of
situation!

By surfacing the problems, the
benefits, the opportunities, does it
mean that every old age home will
move to have a nursery or pre-school
attached to it?  would hardly think so;
there are many other factors to be
considered.

At the same time, consider the
doctor and hospital facility. In the
realm of grief/bereavement, they are
being told that it is better for terminal
patients to die at home. What are the
implications for CHANGE involved in
such asuggestion. Who will be primary
caregivers? What equipment will be
necessary? How about hospital per-
sonnel and staffing situations. Who will
cover overhead? All of these are
problems associated with one sugges-
tion. And these are not even viewed
from the perspective of the family . . .
from their reality, can this suggestion
be implemented? At what cost? With
what value? It is truly a dilemma.

We would certainly be remiss if we
did not consider the funeral director.

Would it be any more difficult to tell
him that there is tremendous benefit to
the family at the time of the death of a
child to allow that child to remain with
the parents until they are ready to
surrender him/her to the care of the
funeral director? How must he change
his routine to accomodate the sugges-
tion that parents have an opportunity
to wash and clothe, to rock and say
personal goodbyes with the youngster
following the death and prior to his
taking charge? What is he to do when
the family announces that they are
building their own casket? How should
he respond when the family insists on
no cosmetics, no lifelike appearance?
What is his response to the closed
casket request? What might he do
when the father insists on carrying the
infant out to the car which will be used
to take the body to the funeral home?
Some of these are situations already
encountered by funeral directors.
Others are suggestions made by Dr.
Elisabeth Kubler-Ross in her newest
book, On Children and Death (New
York: Macmillan, 1983). The funeral
director, of course, at the very
minimum must be prepared for these
requests, must know the traditions and
benefits of his services, so that he is
able to integrate that knowledge with
the situation of the family making such
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a request, and respond in such a way
that is of most benefit to the family.

Out of the context of the grief/be-
reavement awareness phenomenon,
what types of requests have we heard?
Certainly we have been called to
identify ourselves in a ministerial
capacity, to see what we do in that
context. A personal identification
more in line with ministry would be
one result. Howwe respond to that will
be based on how we understand
ourselves, how we see Catholic
cemeteries satisfying a significant need
in the Church, how we relate to the
term “ministry.”

Another request that | have person-
ally heard is for permission to be
granted for family members to remain
while the casket is lowered into the
vault. Another would certainly be for
commital services to be conducted
graveside; another that | have not
heard yet from families, but have heard
allusion to by Kubler-Ross, might be
the removal of the artificial grass
surrounding the grave itself. Other
requests involve cremation and the
disposition of cremated remains. Of
course, many involve particular re-
quests for memorialization and/or
grave adornment.

When we are in the situation of high
emotion surfaced by bereavement,
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